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In Australia, approximately 1-in-20 children will experience the death of a parent 
before they reach the age of 18. To put this into perspective, there is most likely a child 
grieving the loss of a parent in every Australian classroom. In addition, children also 
experience sibling and legal guardian loss.

Grieving children who have experienced the death of someone they love can feel 
isolated and alone. They require ongoing support to develop strategies to cope and 
move forward with their lives following a significant loss.

At Feel the Magic, we provide grief education and support to bereaved children and 
their families to help alleviate the pain and isolation felt by the loss of a parent, sibling 
or legal guardian.
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ABOUT FEEL THE MAGIC

Sadly, 1 in 20 Aussie kids experience the death of their  
Mum or Dad before they turn 18.

WHO IS FEEL THE MAGIC AND WHAT DO WE DO?

At Feel the Magic we know as parents, you want to be there for your kids after a  
death in the family.

The problem is that no one prepared you for such a difficult situation, plus you’re already 
struggling with your own grief too. It’s easy to feel alone, overwhelmed and hopeless.

At Feel the Magic, we support the families left behind, by providing free camps, 
resources and strategies to prepare kids for living with grief.

We believe that it shouldn’t be so hard for grieving families to get the support they  
need and deserve. 

Based on the statistics, we all know a family struggling with grief. By Sending them  
to Feel the Magic, they’ll know they’re not alone and start to heal, today.

Our camps and programs are developed by clinical psychologists and delivered by 
mental health experts, all at no cost to the families.

These resources would not be possible without your generous donations, and tonight  
- we hope you can help us make a difference.
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CHAIRMAN ’S 
WELCOME
Thank you for joining us at Night of Magic 
VIII. It has once again been a very busy 
and productive year for the Feel the Magic 
team albeit a tough and challenging year 
due to COVID. We unfortunately were 
not able to run our Camp Magic program 
however served our community through 
our virtual Camps and our new Family 
Day Camps. We also co-created a new 
program which ran a pilot in February  
2022 (Grad Camp). 

As a Board we have spent considerable 
time working with the Management Team 
to re-develop a Strategic Plan given the 
challenges & barriers COVID has thrown 
our way. Our primary focus remains unchanged to: support the grieving children  
of Australia to reach their full potential and to operate as a National Charity.

I would like to personally thank my Board Colleagues for their continued support, time 
and energy. In addition, we welcomed Sean Preece to the Board who brings considerable 
professional experience along with his passion for the not-for-profit/charity space.

Also during the year Directors Kate Godlonton & Liana Dubois chose to step down from 
the Board. I would like to thank Kate & Liana for their significant contribution over the last 
few years.

I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all of our generous supporters who are joining  
us here this evening and those who unfortunately are not able to be here. As a charity  
we rely on your giving.

Last and certainly not least I would like to thank all of our amazing volunteers.  
Your unwavering support and dedication is inspiring. You should feel proud of the 
difference you are making in the lives of grieving children.

I wish you all a wonderful evening and please give generously so that we can  
support grieving children to reach their full potential. 

Andy Hedges 
Chair, Feel The Magic
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As the founders of Feel the Magic, we would like to personally welcome you to the 
eighth annual Night of Magic. A very special night that we look forward to each year.

We are honoured to have you share the evening with us and join us in our quest to  
bring awareness to the childhood bereavement and its long term affects.

1 in 20 Australian children will lose a parent before the age of 18. This statistic does 
not include sibling or guardian loss. Early intervention of childhood bereavement is 
important to ensure that children do not carry lifelong mental illness challenges and are 
given the opportunity to grow and thrive.

Tonight, you will meet some of the most courageous kids who have suffered a deep loss 
and stand here tonight to share their experiences and how they have chosen not to let 
their grief define them but rather empower them to be the best versions of themselves. 
They are an inspiration to all.

Empathy, growth, empowerment and connection are our organisations values that 
we deliver through all our programs and events. They are what makes the magic.

It is our hope that you feel this magic and are inspired and touched by the work  
we do for grieving Australian children and their families. 

We would like to express our gratitude to have you here tonight supporting our mission. 
Without your support none of this would be possible. 

Thank you, with love,

James and Kristy Thomas
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Welcome to Night of Magic VIII.

Without doubt, this is one of the biggest social 
events for the Feel the Magic community each 
year. Unfortunately, due to COVID, we have not 
had the chance to have a Night of Magic since 
2019 so we are planning a fantastic evening 
to celebrate the wonderful community that 
supports Feel the Magic.

I was astounded when I commenced at Feel 
the Magic that 1-in-20 kids will experience the 
death of a parent before they turn 18. As adults, 
we’ve had the unfortunate experiences of grief 
and loss and have had the chance to learn the 
skills as well as build the networks around us 
to be able to manage effectively when these 
times are challenging for us. It breaks my heart 
and makes me deeply passionate about what 
we do when I think about these kids who do 
experience the death of a parent, guardian or 
sibling way before it is necessary in life to have 
to face such a challenging part of life. 

COVID has given us the opportunity to take stock of Feel the Magic – to put new 
programs, systems and strategies in place to be able to reach & serve more families 
who could benefit from our wonderful programs. We look forward to sharing a little bit 
about these on the night.

I’d like to say a mammoth thank you to our families, volunteers and supporters in 
helping us do what we do to serve the community around us. For our Gala dinner, this 
would not be possible without the support of our sponsors and partners and I thank you 
greatly.

I wish you all a wonderful night and I look forward to chatting with as many of you as possible!

Kind regards,

Adam Blatch 
CEO 
Feel the Magic



ORDER OF EVENTS
7:15 Doors Open

7:40 Emily Low’s Camper Story

7:50 Entrées Served

7:55 Official Opening of the Night

8:00 Noah Levin’s Camper Story

8:20
Kristy Thomas, Co-Founder,  
Feel the Magic

8:25 Live Auction

8:45 Mains Served

9:00 Joshua Levin’s Camper Story

9:10 Heartfelt Pledges

9:25 Dessert Served

9:45 Adam Blatch, CEO, Feel the Magic

9:50 Music Commences

10:45
Raffle & Silent Auction Items 
 Announced

12:00 Event Concludes

8



MENU
ENTRÉE

Braised beef ravioli, onion broth,  
salsa verde, goat cheese snow (NF)

MAIN
Moroccan spiced lamb rump,  

vegetable cous cous, slow roasted  
eggplant, with date jus

Miso marinated salmon, firecracker rice, 
bok choy, wasabi seed,  

champagne-yuzu sauce

DESSERT
Sticky date pudding, homemade  

honeycomb, candied orange,  
salted caramel sauce (V, NF)

V - VEGETARIAN           NF-NUT FREE 9
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TONIGHT’S SPECIAL  
GUESTS & PERFORMERS

Fred Frangi, Auctioneer
Business Owner

Fred Frangi runs his own businesses and loves supporting 
charities as a hobby.  

Over the last 20 years Fred has donated his time to support about 
30 charities each year. Fred’s passion and energy has helped raise 
over $100M for Charities in Australia and abroad.  

Fred has been awarded a Paul Harris Fellow award from Rotary 
International for his charity work as well as many other notable 
awards for his community support. 

Andrew Morello, Master of Ceremonies
Head of Business Development, The Entourage  
and First Australian Apprentice

Andrew Morello, winner of the first Australian Apprentice and 
Head of Business Development at The Entourage. Morello’s 
preferred corporate travel partner.

Andrew Morello is an awarded entrepreneur, investor, author, and 
the winner of the first Australian Apprentice. 

Prior to becoming Head of Business Development at  
The Entourage, Australia’s largest training institution for entrepreneurs and business owners, 
Morello spent 10 years alongside Mark Bouris AM building out the Yellow Brick Road Wealth 
Management branch network nationally.

He has personally built an impressive property portfolio, and also led numerous community 
projects across Australia and internationally, including as a Founding Board Member of 
Project Gen Z, a social enterprise which runs entrepreneur and development programs for 
disadvantaged children. In recent years, Morello has summited Mount Kinabalu in Borneo and 
completed the Kokoda Trail to raise money for Seed Foundation, which supports indigenous 
health programs in remote communities.

Morello is an active member of Australia’s entrepreneurial and real estate communities, an 
engaging and charismatic speaker, and passionate about sharing his successes with other 
entrepreneurs, business owners and investors to help them reach their full potential and not 
waste their precious life.



Emily Low, Speaker
Camper Story

Emily Low is 12 years old and goes to Engadine 
High School, she started year 7 this year which 
has been a big step, and new chapter getting 
used to all the new people and surrounds.

Emily was very lucky that she was able to do a 
lot of travelling with her mum and dad while her 
mother was still alive. They were lucky enough 
to have gone to USA and visit Disneyland, which 
her mother absolutely loved, where they stayed 
all day and well into the night.

Some of the things Emily loved about her mum 
were the times they spent cooking. Emily’s mother taught her how to make some of their favourite 
meals; sausage rolls for snacks and chicken enchiladas for dinner.  

Emily’s world changed forever when she lost her mum at 8 years old, she passed away very quickly 
and unexpectedly to an undiagnosed brain aneurysm. That was the day Emily’s life changed forever.

There were lots of things that changed instantly for Emily, all the things that she used to love to do 
with her mum were gone. All the cooking, shopping, and adventures they did together were all going 
to be the most awesome memories, but she’ll never have new ones to create.

It wasn’t long after Emily’s mum passing that her Primary School Principal told her dad about Feel the 
Magic. Her dad contacted Feel the Magic and from the very start they were fantastic. Feel the Magic 
checked in to see how they were going with getting through the initial stage of losing Emily’s mum,  
offering any assistance that they may have needed to get them through the initial first period.

Emily has been very fortunate in going to camp magic weekend camps and virtual camps during 
COVID. Feel the Magic gave Emily the tools to use when the grief feels unbearable, which Emily is 
still using. Emily is grateful that she has been given the opportunity to be a part of the Feel the Magic 
community and to have made some great friendships with other kids that have had a major loss such 
as herself.

Emily cannot thank Feel the Magic enough for all the assistance that she received in the last 3 ½ years 
without having her mum.

11
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Noah & Joshua Levin, 
Speakers
Camper Stories

Matt, their much-loved father was 
diagnosed with cancer, Halloween 
2013. Josh was 10 and Noah 8. Matt 
was a fit and healthy 42-year-old and 
the day before his diagnosis, was 
named Businessperson of the Year 
at the Hunter Business Awards. They  
enjoyed their times travelling together, 
running, boating and most of all being 
with friends and family. 

Matt fought for 18 months after the 
cancer had spread to his lungs, brain, 
kidney, liver and his spine, paralysing 
him for the last two weeks of his life. 
He was a fighter and never complained 
about how hard his battle was.  
He showed strength, courage and 
resilience. Attributes Josh and Noah 
both hold today. They had a true hero 
to learn from. 

When Matt died the boys were 12 and 10. Nobody else they knew had died or lost a parent  
at such a young age. 

Although they had the most supportive family and friends, this was something unknown for 
all of them to deal with. A friend had seen an advertisement for Feel the Magic, so they sent 
a request for the boys to attend a three-day Camp in Sydney which was gratefully accepted. 
They were apprehensive at first, as they were experiencing a scary and lonesome time.

Details of the boys interests were requested so they could be matched with mentors that 
would be by their side for the entirety of Camp. The boys were allocated into groups of similar 
aged children, who knew how they were feeling and just understood what they were going 
through. They attended ‘Talk Time” sessions where they could share their story or just listen 
to others. Psychologists are involved in the sessions to best support the children along with 
mentors. Some of the fun activities to bring happiness to the campers were archery, flying 
foxes, tug of war, soccer and many others. 

An emotional yet empowering part of camp for the boys was the bonfire. Earlier in the day the 
boys had written messages on a photograph of their Dad. These messages were then thrown 
into the fire, allowing their message to reach their Dad. 

The 4 values at camp are Empathy which allowed the boys to understand other peoples 
sorrow, Empowerment which gives them strength required each day to carry on even when 
it feels too hard, Growth which helps them to have the tools to cope in a positive way & talk 
about their feelings and Connection which allows them to connect with others. 

What happened to the Levin family is certainly a tragedy but having the Feel the Magic 
community to support their grief with such kindness is more meaningful and special than words 
can describe.
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LIVE AUCTION ITEMS

A SIGNED BOXING  
GLOVE AND DINNER 
with the Australian boxing  
legend Jeff Fenech!

AN AMAZING  
ETERNITY RING 

from Affinity Diamonds!

AN OVERSEAS HOLIDAY 
TO THE MALDIVES!! 
5-nights at the Pullman Maldives 
Maamutaa Resort

Ultimate all-Inclusive Pullman  
Maldives Villas with Unlimited Drinks!!

Roundtrip Malé Flights  
(not including flights from Australia)

18ct White Gold Diamond Eternity Ring
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2ND PRIZE
Jumbuck Comet Plus  

4 Burner BBQ

Valued at over $299 each

1 ST PRIZE
Fisher & Paykel 487L Active  
Smart French Door Fridge

BEER & WINE INCLUDED!!

A party ready to go! 

Valued at over $3,000

Donated by

3X KOK0 BLACK
CHAMPAGNE HAMPERS   
FOR 3 LUCKY WINNERS!

Includes a mix of Macadamias,  
milk & dark chocolate, rocky road, 
 Veuve Clicquot Vintage & more!

Proudly donated by

MEGA  
RAFFLE
$50 EACH OR

3 FOR $100

RAFFLE ITEMS
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THANK YOU
SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

��������������������
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ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Adam Blatch
Chief Executive Officer

Feel the Magic

Kristy Thomas
Co-Founder and National  

Virtual Camp Lead
Feel the Magic

 Sean Preece
 Director

Feel the Magic

Alex Doyle
Event Organiser

Alignment Event Solutions

Isabella Mee
Event Organiser

Alignment Event Solutions

Sam Trattles
 Founder, Other Side of 
the Table (and proud 

Feel the Magic Mentor)

Nicole Suffling 
National Program Coordinator

Feel the Magic

Michael Zann 
Managing Director 

 Icons of Sport

Bridget Sakr
Founder

Heartfelt Community
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Mission Partner – The Saunder’s Family Foundation

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Monica and Betty have continued the proud Saunders  

family legacy of supporting those in need. 

Over the past 7 years, Monica and Betty have impacted the lives of close to  
700 individual bereaved children and teens through their support of Feel the Magic. 

We could not be more grateful and appreciative of their continued  
and impactful support. Thank you for your belief and support in  

the Feel the Magic vision.
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SCOTT PYE, Supercars Championship Driver

Supercar driver and proud Camp Magic mentor, Scott joined 
Feel the Magic as an Ambassador in 2019. He is an Australian 
professional racing driver for Walkinshaw Andretti United 
in the Virgin Supercars championship. Scott also knows the 
devastation that grief and loss causes and is another example 
of how with the right support and attitude, you can overcome 
adversity and pursue your dreams.

BETTY KLIMENKO, Owner Of Erebus Motorsports

An inspiration and a valued supporter and Ambassador for  
Feel the Magic. Betty is the first woman ever to own a Supercars 
team and is shaking up the sport dominated by males. In 2017 
 in front of 50,0000 spectators at Mount Panorama and a 
television audience of 2.7 million, Betty’s team Erebus flashed 
first across the finish line of the nation’s most famous car race, the 
Bathurst 1000.

DIMITY CLANCEY, Australian News Journalist

Channel Nine journalist and proud Camp Magic mentor, 
Dimity regularly reports on current issues on a national and 
international scale. Dimity and her family know first-hand how 
hard it is to grieve the sudden loss of a family member and 
understands that putting a smile on a grieving child’s face is 
something very important. 

DARREN MCMULLEN, TV Host 

Darren McMullen is a renowned television presenter who has 
spent nearly two decades working across prime-time networks 
in Australia, the United Kingdom and the United States. Darren 
spent the first half of his life in Scotland and immigrated to 
Australia at age 12. 

Darren McMullen is Feel the Magic’s latest ambassador and 
looks forward to spending time with the charity, while helping 
young children from all different walks of life. 
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OUR PROGRAMS
Delivered in-person

A transformational weekend where kids work together on fun 
physical challenges, and also learn vital skills for healing and  
coping with grief.

Delivered in-person

Created Family Day Camp brings together families grieving the loss 
of a loved one, for a day of activities and opportunities to meet and 
talk about life with grief and to learn & connect as a family.

Delivered online & in-person

Created specifically for kids who are grieving the suicide of a loved 
one, LTS teaches kids how to heal from the guilt, shame and blame 
that often comes with suicidal grief.

Delivered online

A lot of kids are uneasy about talking about their grief. Virtual camps 
are a good starting point, because they feel safe at home and best 
of all, parents can be there right beside them, to learn with and  
support them.

let's talk 
suicide
virtual 

Delivered online

Created specifically for kids who are grieving the suicide of a loved 
one, LTS teaches kids how to heal from the guilt, shame and blame 
that often comes with suicidal grief.

camp

Delivered in-person

Grad Camp fills a need to support 17–18-year old’s that experience 
childhood bereavement as there are limited opportunities to learn the 
skills and strategies that this program provides. 

Grad Camp program has been designed in conjunction with lived 
experience individuals and overseen by our Clinical Director to have a 
psychological benefit & outcome. The program modalities will improve 
the lives of ‘Campers’ through increasing their skills in mindfulness, 
emotional regulation, interpersonal effectiveness and distress tolerance.
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VOLUNTEERS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
A great organisation is nothing without the greatest of people delivering its vision.

To date, over a thousand young lives have been positively impacted thanks to the 
commitment, compassion and love given from all our volunteers. Each year we 
continue to attract the best of people, willing to give their all and leave their mark  
on this world. 

Your support will be felt for a lifetime and the community you have created is  
second to none.

Tonight, we honour you and thank you for making Feel the Magic what it is today. 

Much love and gratitude to all, from the Feel the Magic team.
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Support a Bereaved  
Child Today

children

W
ILL GRIEVE THE DEATH  O
F A

 P
AR

EN
T

MAGIC 500
Support a bereaved Child today

Our goal is to reach 500 monthly donors to support the 500 campers attending  
Camp Magic in the next 12 months.

Your donation will go directly to supporting another child to attend Camp Magic.

Please CLICK HERE and complete the Magic 500 monthly donation. 
We sincerely appreciate your ongoing generosity.

https://feelthemagic.org.au/?form=Donate
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 TIME             TALENT       TREASURE    TIES

GIVE TIME 
  Would you like to experience Camp Magic first-hand? 

   Perhaps you’d like to volunteer as a Mentor, Talk Time Leader  
or as a team member? 

  Your TIME can help Feel the Magic grow… 

GIVE TALENT 
   Do you have a specialised skill or expertise that you can  

offer as pro bono time to Feel the Magic? 

   Are you excellent at sport – perhaps join one of these events:  
golf day, do a fundraiser, Magic Ride. CLICK HERE for more information  
about these events!

  Are you a brilliant fundraiser? Large or small, every single bit counts!!!

  FEEL THE MAGIC 4 T’s 

We want to harness the room’s collective brilliance. We know everyone  
has different abilities – we see these falling into four key areas: 

https://feelthemagic.org.au/events
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GIVE TREASURE
   Do you have a need for our corporate training program H.E.L.P,  

to help your team better promote emotional wellbeing in the workplace? 

    Do you have a senior contact within a brand that you feel would be  
a great fit as a sponsor of Feel the Magic?

   Or would you like to support by joining our MAGIC 500 CLUB,  
our regular giving program?

GIVE TIES (NETWORKS)
   Do you know of people / organisations that you think could /  

should be involved in any aspect of Feel the Magic?

GET INVOLVED!
If you answered yes to any of the above, please head to the back of the room and 
place your name and contact details so a Feel the Magic representative can follow  
you up post the Night of Magic VIII event.

15-19 June

FUTURE EVENTS…

4 August All of October

charity
golf

day

CLICK HERE for more information about these events  
and book your tickets now! 

https://feelthemagic.org.au/events
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HEARTFELT PLEDGES
HELP US FUND 500 TALK TIME SESSIONS IN 2023 

Over the next twelve months, we will run a total of 2,400 Talk Time sessions supporting 
480 grieving children through our leading Camp Magic program. Tonight, we are asking 
you to help us fund 500 of these sessions through a Heart Felt Pledge. 

Each Talk Time session is run by a qualified mental health professional who has been 
trained to deliver this vital part of our program. These Talk Time sessions are valued at 
$160 per child. Your Heart Felt Pledge of $160 will directly change the life of a  
grieving child. 

You are welcome to pledge multiple sessions to support even more bereaved 
Australian children. For example, 5 Sessions is $800, 10 Sessions is $1,600,  
50 Sessions is $8,000. 

Feel the Magic is a Registered Charity. All donations are 100% tax deductible.

CHOOSE YOUR TALK TIME PLEDGE AMOUNT 1 Session = $160
 10 Sessions = $1,600
 50 Sessions = $8,000

 3 Sessions = $480
 20 Sessions = $3,200

Other Amount $ ______

 5 Session = $800
 30 sessions = $4,800

___ / ___ /___ / ___ /    ___ / ___     ______Credic Card Number*    Expiry     CCVName: ______________________________________Phone: _____________________ Table No. _______Email: _______________________________________Signature: ___________________ Receipt: Yes / No

THANK YOU

* Your credit card number is  for this pledge only and will NOT  be kept on record.
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GET INVOLVED
HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Corporate Partnership
At Feel the Magic we are committed to developing long-term and mutually beneficial 
partnerships with organisations who are aligned with our vision and values. Our 
partnerships are co-created to ensure our working relationship suits your business 
needs and social responsibility objectives. Our staff engagement and volunteering 
opportunities allow you to see, feel and touch the impact you and your organisation 
are having in the community. 

Confidential family donation
We are very fortunate to have a number of privately held family trusts and 
organisations that support our work.

Become Or Nominate An Ambassador
The death of a parent or sibling as a child is a deeply personal and private event.  
We are looking to create a group of high-profile Australians who may have 
experienced loss as a child and are comfortable to speak about it publicly. This is 
another way we hope to raise the profile of what we do and give voice to the 1 in 20 
Australian children who have had the same experience.

Other ways to help include:

  Sponsorship of other events, including specific camps and magic journeys

  Pro Bono Services

  Workplace Giving

   Become a volunteer  
or camp mentor




